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Amendments to the Claims 



I. 

comprising: 



,Cur,c«>v .™nd.d) A m*od for mulucas. docun,.-. printing, .he m«h„d 



„ceivi„. documen, d.,a to be primed a. a ho„. w.e.i„ said d— da,, indudes 
a n».be, cf copies ct a d<»«»e„. •» be created frorp the doeumen. data; 

anoeatipg a ^bs« of the .uPtber of copies to each of a, leas, two correspond,„g. 

separate printers; 

formatting the document data into a print job; 

embcddir,. inst..c.ons speeiRc to each of the corresponding printers into the p.t. Job 
.o fomt an enti..^dsli^ the instructions indicating fot each of the co^esponding printers 



the allocated subset of copies to be printed by that prmter; 

• ^j^Ktr, the at least two separate printers connected by a 
multicasting the entire print job to the at leasrx^^o. y 

common network to the host; and 

each of Ore at lea,,. »o separate printers n=ceiving fl.e entire print job and the etfire 
print iob comprising touring infonn^ion comprising a hs. of prin.er id.,.i.«s and m 
assigned nimiber of documenB for each priMerH ]); 
^teinjffiitiMiMi^^ 

,,,,^,riU*«— .Bdi^n^^^ 

... ..„^-,nd-fomard dejceJoaeAleaa Jwo sep,.a.e prin gB. 

2. (Original) Tl.enie.hodofelain,l.wherein«rehos.isaprin.e,. 

3. (Original) The ^eUrod of clain, 1 , wherein .he hps. is appliCion software residen, in 

a printer- 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein Uie host is a compuler. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the host is a scanner. 

6. (Originaf) The method of claim 2, wherein tlie printer further comprises a muUi- 
fu noli on per i pheral . 

1. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the prmter further comprises a copier. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the printer further comprises a fax 
niachine. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium, said medium containing software 
code comprising: 

code operable to receive document data to be printed at a host, wherein said document 
data includes a number of copies of a document to be created from llie document data; 

code operable to divide tlie number of copies to be created into at least two batches 
for at least two corresponding, separate printers; 

code operable to format the document data into a print job; 

code operable to embed instructions specific to each of the corresponding printers into 
the jeint print job to form an entire print job , the instructions indicating for each of the 
corresponding printers the a number of copies to be printed by that printer; and 
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. code operable to request multicast transmission ol the entire print job to the at least 
two separate printers connected by a common network lo the host| [.]]: 

code operable to multicast the entire print job to the at least two separate printers 
including transmitting the entire print iob from the host to a stote-and-fomard device 
residing on the common net^vork for reception and temp orar y storage at the store-and- 
forward device and forwarding by the store-and-foi-ward device to the at least tw-o separate 
printers. 

3 1 - (Original) The medium of claim 10, wherein the computer readable medium is read 
by a computer. 

12. (Original) Tlie medium of claim 10, wherein the computer readable medium is read 
by a printer. 

13. (Original) The medium of claim 10, wherein the medium is a diskette. 

1 4. (Original) The medinrh of claim 1 0, wherein the medium is a compact disc. 

15. (Original) The medium of claim 10, wherein the medium is a network-accessible file: 

16. (Cun-ently amended) A network device, comprising: 

a port operable to connect to a network and. receiving document data to be converted 
into hard copy output with a predetermined number of copies of a document to be created; 

a processor in communication with the port, operable to format the document data 
into [fa]] an entire print job comprising a document and instructions to at least two printers 
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^^n+P'r*^ wherein tli^ 

assigning a number oi f , ^^ntialW equalto the 

r.r rnnies to be created; and 
eredetcrmiscd number of copies to the at least two 

. to a store-a..d-CorwMd dgxmieiidin^^ 

yje.^ommmUc^Upnsmrt^^ Hv the store-ai.d- 

.1 the store-ai^d-Forwarddevic^^ 

^^^.^Jl^ati^^ 

, ^ ■ » claim 1 6 wherein the network device is a 
,7. (Original) The network device of clarna 16, w 



computer 
18. (Orig 



• of ..laim 16 wherein the network device is a printer. 
.-)rieinal) The network device of claim 1 0, wn 



^ r ■ 1 vxherein the processor is a raster image 
19. (Original) Tl.e network dev'ice of claim 16, whoicin P 

processor. 

,0 (C„.-,.>«„ded)Aaoou™c«p«n.™.a,oacon,p.si„.: 

- • t comnrisin" a document to be printed and 
formatting [[a]] anenfim prmi job comprisin. 
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net work for reception and temporai-v storage at die store-and-fonv ard device and forwardmt; 
bv the store-and-forw^ard device to Hie at least two separate printer s. 

2 1 . (Cuncntly amended) The method of claijii 20, further comprising receiving the entire 
print joh at one of the at least two printers, locating the instructions specific to that printer 
v^thin the entire print job, and printing the a number of copies specified in the specific 
instructions. 

22. (Cunently ajnended) A document printing method comprising: 

receiving a niuhicast network transmission at a networked printer from a store-and- 
foi-ward device residing on the network : 

determining whether the multicast net^'ork transmission contains [[a]] an entire print 

job; and 

when the multicast network transmission contains [[a]] an entire print job, locating 
instructions specific to the networked printer in the entire print job and printing at least one 
copy of a document contained in tlie entire print job according to the instiuctions. 
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